
C A R E F R E E

The sun kisses his flesh, and his melanin

protects him from its embrace.

He just wishes it could protect him from

police brutality.

He just wishes it could protect him from the

reality that because he’s black he may die.

He believes in God, but he feels as if God is

turning his heart black.

He feels it’s hard enough being black, he

can’t decide if I want to wear a hoodie or not.

He feels like he can’t even go for a jog.

Damn... he feels he has to work harder just to

prove he’s qualified for a job.

He’s already stressing about the world he’s

set up to fail in.

He feels like being black he’s instantly

labeled as a felon.

He just wants to be carefree and black.

Free from worry and being black is not a sin.

The sun rays kiss his flesh, and his melanin

protects him from its embrace.

He just wishes it could protect him from

police brutality.

He just wishes it could protect him from the

reality that being black may be the cause of

my death
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H O W  J U S T I F I A B L E  E X C U S E S

A L L O W  P O L I C E  O F F I C E R S

T O  G E T  A W A Y  W I T H

M U R D E R .   

 

 
T H E  T R I A L  O F  D E R E K  C H A U V I N ,  A  F O R M E R  P O L I C E  O F F I C E R

I N  M I N N E A P O L I S ,  C H A R G E D  W I T H  T H E  A S S A S S I N A T I O N  O F

G E O R G E  F L O Y D ,  B E G A N  I N  M I N N E A P O L I S  O N  M A R C H  2 9 .

F L O Y D ' S  D E A T H  C A U S E D  G L O B A L  P R O T E S T S  O V E R

E X C E S S I V E  V I O L E N C E  A N D  R A C E  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  A L M O S T

A  Y E A R  A F T E R  H I S  S E N T E N C I N G .  A  P O L I C E M A N  I N

A M E R I C A  K I L L S  A  B L A C K  C I T I Z E N  A T  A  P A C E  O F  M O R E

T H A N  O N E  E V E R Y  S I N G L E  D A Y .  H O W E V E R ,  F L O Y D ' S  T I M I N G

A N D  B R U T A L I T Y ,  C A U G H T  I N  A  T E R R I B L E  V I D E O  S H O W I N G

A  C A S U A L  K N E E L I N G  O N  T H E  V I C T I M ' S  N E C K  O F  T H E

W H I T E  M I N N E A P O L I S  P O L I C E  O F F I C E R  D E R E K  C H A U V I N ,

L E D  T O  N A T I O N A L  R E V O L T .  T H I S  R A I S E S  M A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S

A N D  C O N C E R N S  O N  H O W  H U M A N S  A R E  S U P P O S E D  T O  B E

T R E A T E D  I N  S U C H  S I T U A T I O N S .   H O L D I N G  P E O P L E

A C C O U N T A B L E  F O R  T H E I R  I L L E G A L  A C T I O N S  S H O W S  U N I T Y

A N D  C O M M I T M E N T  T O  M A K E  T H E  W O R L D  A  B E T T E R  A N D

S A F E R  P L A C E  T O  B E  I N .   T H E  M U R D E R  O F  G E O R G E  F L O Y D

S E R V E S  A S  A  C A T A L Y S T  T O  C H A L L E N G E  H O W  W E  H O L D

O F F I C E R S  R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  T H E I R  A C T I O N S .  R E S I G N A T I O N

F R O M  T H E  P O L I C E  F O R C E  I S  N O T  A N  A C T  O F

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  B U T  I N S T E A D  O F  F E A R .   



T H E  R E A S O N  F O R  S E L F - D E F E N S E  W A S  U S E D  A S

A  S H I E L D ,  H E L P I N G  M A N Y  P O L I C E  O F F I C E R S  T O

E S C A P E  L E G A L  S A N C T I O N S .  L E T H A L  F O R C E

S H O U L D  N O T  B E  U S E D  B E C A U S E  I T  I S  V E R Y

U N N E C E S S A R Y  A N D  U N R E A S O N A B L E .  I N  M A N Y

C A S E S ,  T H E  P O L I C E  H A V E  E X C E S S I V E

S U S P I C I O N  O F  T H E  V I C T I M S ,  B E L I E V I N G  T H A T

T H E Y  P O S E  A  T H R E A T  T O  T H E M S E L V E S .  



T H E  L E G A L  S Y S T E M  S U P P O R T  I N J U S T I C E S  A G A I N S T

M I N O R I T I E S  A N D  U N E T H I C A L  C O N D U C T  F R O M  P O L I C E

O F F I C E R S  I N  A  M U L T I T U D E  O F  W A Y S .  S O C I E T Y  A N D  T H E

L E G A L  S Y S T E M  H A V E  A N  A B U N D A N C E  O F  I M P L I C I T  B I A S E S

A N D  S T E R E O T Y P E S  T H A T  I S  C O R R E L A T E D  W I T H  M I N O R I T I E S .

M I N O R I T I E S  A R E  P E R C E I V E D  T O  B E  A G G R E S S I V E ,  A D D I C T S ,

A N D  O V E R A L L  A N T I S O C I A L .  E V E N  I N  I N S T A N C E S  W H E N

P O L I C E  B R U T A L I T Y  I S  T E L E V I S E D  F O R  T H E  N A T I O N  T O  S E E

A N D  A N A L Y Z E  I T  I S  N O T  U N C O M M O N  F O R  T H E R E  T O  B E

V I C T I M - B L A M I N G  O R  G A S L I G H T I N G .   G A S L I G H T I N G  A N D

V I C T I M - B L A M I N G  I S  A  C O M M O N  T E C H N I Q U E  U T I L I Z E D  B Y

T H E  L E G A L  S Y S T E M  A N D  P O L I C E  O F F I C E R S  T O  M I N I M I Z E

P O L I C E  B R U T A L I T Y  O R  J U S T I F Y  T H E  E N C O U N T E R .  



O F T E N  T I M E S  T H E  D E F E N S E ,  D I S C U S S  P R E V I O U S

C O N V I C T I O N S  O F  T H E  V I C T I M  T H A T  H A S  N O

C O R R E L A T I O N  T O  T H E  C U R R E N T  C A S E  ( I . E -

G E O R G E  F L O Y D ) .  T H E S E  S O C I A L  H I S T O R I E S  A R E

M E N T I O N E D  T O  D I S C R E D I T  T H E  V I C T I M  A N D

S L A N D E R  T H E I R  C H A R A C T E R .  T H E  L E G A L

S Y S T E M  F U R T H E R  S U P P O R T S  P O L I C E  B R U T A L I T Y

B Y  A L L O W I N G  T H E I R  P E E R S  T O  P R O V I D E

T E S T I M O N I E S .  P O L I C E  F O R C E S  I N  T H E  U N I T E D

S T A T E S  H A V E  A  R A C I S T  B A C K G R O U N D .  T H E S E

I N S T I T U T I O N S  W E R E  F O U N D E D  A S  “ S L A V E

P A T R O L S ”  A N D  U T I L I Z E D  T H E I R  A U T H O R I T Y  T O

R E - E N S L A V E  M I N O R I T I E S  P O S T  A B O L I S H M E N T

O F  S L A V E R Y .  

 

 P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T S  A L L  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O P E R A T E  O N  A  “ C O D E ”  A N D

I T ’ S  N O T  U N C O M M O N  F O R  T H E R E  T O  B E

G E N E R A T I O N S  O F  R E L A T I V E S  W O R K I N G  I N

D E P A R T M E N T S .  D U E  T O  T H I S  R E A S O N I N G

P O L I C E ,  T E S T I M O N I E S  S H O U L D  B E  C O N S I D E R E D

U N E T H I C A L .  T H E  L E G A L  S Y S T E M  A L S O  E N A B L E S

T H E  U N E T H I C A L  A N D  R A C I S T  B E H A V I O R S  F R O M

P O L I C E  O F F I C E R S  B Y  A L L O W I N G  F O R  T H E S E

O F F I C E R S  T O  B E  A S S I G N E D  D E S K  D U T Y  A N D

A L L O W E D  T O  R E C E I V E  F U L L  P E N S I O N  B E N E F I T S

I N  T H E  M I D S T  O F  B E I N G  F O U N D  G U I L T Y  O F

M I S C O N D U C T .   


