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Introduction

Connection to Social Work ReferencesMethods
• Examined existing research and data on 

environmental justice, poverty 
• Determined housing in relation to poverty to be 

most significant as a basic need and a reflection of 
the effects of being impoverished. 

Results

Research Statement
Environmental justice means ensuring adequate health 
and safety conditions, which are not currently being 
met for those in poverty environments. 

Poverty Needs to Be Part of 
Environmental Justice

The focus of our project is addressing the need to 
improve housing policy in struggling communities. 
By addressing this need, it brings awareness to the 
relationship between environment, poverty, and 
health disparities in the U.S.. The issues that are 
being addressed identify the need for adequate 
housing for the maintenance of health and 
well-being. 

Historical Aspects
•The Environmental Protection Agency was created  
with the purpose to protect people and the 
environment from significant health risks including 
substandard living conditions- such as mold, 
allergens, lead. 
•Programs intended to aid those in poverty (e.g. 
Housing Choice Voucher) often left people in 
detrimental environments, influenced by a history of 
redlining as well. 

• Advocate for policy change with the goal of assuring all people are protected from 
environmental burdens, so they can live, learn ,work and play in healthy communities.
• Raise awareness of how poverty, housing & health disparities are linked
• Connect clients with resources to assist with immediate needs
• Prevent & address the consequences of climate change through advocacy, community 
organizing, research and education
• Speak out against environmental racism, like the placement of low-income or minority 
communities in hazardous or degraded environments. 

• Historically oppressed communities such as persons of color, women, and immigrant populations have been 
affected most

• Older appliances such as stoves were found to be harmful, in that the fumes led to disorders such as asthma in 
many. 

• Cockroaches, prevalent in impoverished areas, are also a health threat as a harmful allergen, along with mold and 
dust, all of which are exacerbated by the minimal resources people in poverty have to address the issues. 

• Solving these issues will require a multi faceted approach involving landlords, government agencies, and social 
workers. 

Nationwide Data
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