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EDUCATION 
1992  African and Islamic Studies (history focus)
Ph.D., McGill University, Montreal, Canada, Program of African Studies and Institute of Islamic studies. Dissertation committee included professors from Islamic Studies, History and Anthropology. 

1990  Arabic Studies

Diploma, Arabic Language Institute, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi  Arabia. (Intensive four-semester Arabic language program, including a semester of Arabic teacher training). Date of entrance: Fall 1988.

1982 African and Islamic Studies (history focus)
MA., McGill University, Montreal, Canada, Program of African Studies and Institute of Islamic studies. Date of entrance: Fall 1979.

1979  Major in Philosophy

B.A., Philosophy,  Ottawa University,  Ottawa, Canada. Date of entrance: Fall 1979. [previous courses in political theory from Carleton University were applied to my Qualifying year (philosophy only courses taken) in the MA program at Ottawa University to earn me a 2nd BA]. I decided to move on and pursue graduate studies in African & Islamic history/studies.
1978  Major in Political Science and Economics

B.A., Econ. and Political Science, Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada. Date of entrance: Fall 1974. (took a significant number of courses in History)
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

FULL-TIME

2010 to present Associate professor

Adelphi University, Department of History, Garden City, New York.
FULL-TIME

2004 to 2010 Assistant professor

Adelphi University, Department of History, Garden City, New York.
FULL-TIME

2000 to 2004 History and Religion Teacher

Sidwell Friends School, Department of History, Washington, D.C. 

FULL-TIME

1996 to 2000 Assistant Professor

St. Mary’s [State] College of Maryland, Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, 

St. Mary’s City, Maryland, MD. Taught courses of interdisciplinary interests to departments of History, Religion, and African and African Diaspora Studies Program.
FULL-TIME

1994 to 1996 Visiting Assistant Professor Gettysburg College, Department of Religious Studies (also affiliated to African-American Studies Program). 
1990-1991, 1993 Language Instructor

Program of African Studies, McGill University, Montreal, Canada. Taught Beginners Kiswahili; in the African Studies Program.

LATEST AND FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS:    
“Migration and Identity of South Asians of the Caribbean and East African Indian Ocean Region: A Comparative Analysis.” Proceedings of the International Symposium on the “History and Legacy of Muslims in the Caribbean,” September 2023, Georgetown, Guyana. IRCICA: Istanbul, 2025.

“Islam and Islamic scholarship in East Africa.” Proceedings of the International Conference on History of Islamic Learning and Scholarship in Africa, June 2023, Kaduna, Nigeria, edited by Sadik Unay and Shu’aibu Shehu Aliyu. IRCICA: Istanbul, 2024.
PUBLICATIONS:   PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES IN  ENCYCLOPEDIA
10-15,000 word article on “Jackson, Sherman." In The Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Religion. Oxford University Press. Article published, 2026. doi:10.1093/acrefore/9780199340378.013.ORE_REL-00842.R1

PEER REVIEWED ARTICLE IN  JOURNAL
“Global Politics of Knowledge Production: The Challenges of Islamization of Knowledge in     The Light of Tradition Vs Secular Modernity Debate.” Nazhruna: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam, 6(2), 2023: 271-289. https://doi.org/10.31538/nzh.v6i2.3502
“Shaykh Ali Hemed Al-Buhriy’s Mrima Swahili Translation of the Qur’an and Its Place in the History of Islamic Scholarship in East Africa,” Australian Journal of Islamic Studies," 6: 1 (2021): 111-132.
PEER REVIEWED REPUBLICATION of my paper in a ROUTLEDGE work:

       “Islam in the African American Community: Negotiating between Black Nationalism and Historical Islam” in Islam and Modernity (Critical Concepts in Sociology) Vol 3: Islam and Identities edited by Nasar Meer. London and New York: Routledge, 2017.
PEER REVIEWED CHAPTERS IN BOOKS
"Symbolism and Allegory in the Qur’an: Muhammad Asad’s modernist translation.” Islam and Other Religions: Pathways to Dialogue London and New York: Routledge, 2006: 67-77.

"Islamic Reform and Radicalism in East Africa." History of Islam in Africa edited by Randall Pouwels and N. Levtzion. Columbus: The Ohio University Press, 2010 (paperback): 349-372. This is regarded as the most important work on the subject published so far. Widely praised in reviews, it was selected by Choice as an Outstanding Academic Title and also made a selection of the History Book Club. 
CHAPTER IN BOOK
      "Modernization and the Global Context of Knowledge Production: Issues & Challenges in                          Higher Religious Education based on a Study of Pioneering Institutions such as IIT, IIUM, IAIN & others.” YÜKSEK DİN ÖĞRETİMİ edited by Z. Şeyma Altın. Istanbul: The Center for Values Education Press, 2018: 701-728.
PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES IN  JOURNALS
“Islam and Qur'anic figures in Africa: Prophets, Sages and Disciples,” Mathal-Mashal: Journal of Islamic and Judaic Multi-disciplinary Studies, 2011.
“A Critical Methodology to dealing with some Problematic Hadith Narratives," American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences  27: 1 (2010): 25-54.
 “Muslim-State relations in East Africa under conditions of military and civilian or one-party dictatorships” in Historia Actual Online October-November Volume 17, 2008: 97-111.

“Islam in the African American Community: Negotiating between Black Nationalism and Historical Islam," Islamic Studies.Volume 47, No. 2 2008: 221-238.

PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES IN ENCYCLOPEDIAS
“The First World War in Africa,” in Benjamin Thomas Encyclopedia of Western Colonialism since 1950. 3 vols. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2007.

“The Second World War in Africa,” in Benjamin Thomas Encyclopedia of Western Colonialism since 1950. 3 vols. Detroit: Macmillan Reference USA, 2007.

 “Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa,” in Lindsay Jones (ed) Encyclopedia of Religion 2d ed. Detroit, Mich: Macmillan Reference USA, 2005: 4600-4612. This is a long article (invited contribution by a major scholar in the field of Islam in Africa)—it builds on the earlier contribution (two and a half decades ago) by the internationally renowned Africanist, Nehemiah Levtzion, and adds substantial new information on the subject of the article). 
NON-PEER REVIEWED BOOK

Islam, Ulamaa and Community Development in Tanga (a Study of Islamic Trends in Tanzania, East Africa) San Francisco, Bathesda and London: Austin and Winfield Inc., 1998. The first study of Islam in Tanga--it frames the issues in both the local as well as the national contexts. 

NON-PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES (PUBLISHED CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS)
      “Marriage and Family among the Minangkabau of West Sumatra, Indonesia.” Dinlerde Nikah (the Foundation for Research in Islamic Sciences). Izmir: Doklul Eylul Universitesi, 06-08 April, 2012.
NON-PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES IN  JOURNALS
“Politics and Educational Issues in the Tanzanian Muslim Community in East Africa,” International Journal of Pesantren Studies (Jakarta) volume 2 (2009)
I have 34 NON-PEER REVIEWED ARTICLES IN ENCYCLOPEDIAS—here is a sample:
“Islam and Politics in Africa” (lead article) in The [Oxford] Encyclopedia of Islam and Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012.

“The Maji Maji rebellion,” the World History Encyclopedia. Santa Barbara: ABC-Clio, 2009.

 “Anti-slavery in Arabia in the 19th/20th century,” Encyclopedia of Antislavery, Abolition, and Emancipation. New York: Macmillan Reference USA, 2007.

"African Culture and Islam," in Richard C. Martin (ed.), Encyclopedia of Islam and the Muslim World. New York: Macmillan Reference USA, 2004: 19-24. Another long article (invited contribution) which treats various aspects of Islam in Africa. 

"Slave Trade in East Africa," in A Historical Companion to Postcolonial Literatures. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2004.

“The Trans-Saharan Slave Trade,” the Encyclopedia of the Middle Passage. West Port, CT: Greenwood publishing Group, 2007.
SAMPLE REFEREED PAPERS/PRESENTATIONS          
September 4-6, 2023 attended and presented a paper on “Migration and Identity of South Asians of the Caribbean and East African Indian Ocean Region: A Comparative Analysis” at  The International Symposium on the “History and Legacy of Muslims in the Caribbean,” held in Georgetown, Guyana. 
June 13-15, 2023 attended as an invited speaker and presented a paper on “Islam and Islamic scholarship in East Africa” at the conference on the History of Islamic Learning and Scholarship in Africa held in Kaduna, Nigeria. 
May 4, 2023 made a presentation on the theme of “Islam in East Africa” for the event that was hosted by the Library of Congress in partnership with Georgetown University & Boston University. This was part of the Library of Congress's K-16 Education program that was meant to engage teachers with historical and cultural perspectives on Islam in East Africa, highlighting both general aspects, and examples drawn from the contexts of my scholarship. The event was recorded in audio and video formats for the Library of Congress’s archives & media platforms for public access for promotional & educational purposes.
      Feb 20-21, 2018 presented my paper titled “Globalization, Modernity and Human Rights & Religious Pluralism” at the 13th Doha Interfaith Dialogue Conference held in Doha, Qatar. 

      November 16-19, 2017 presented paper titled “Modernization and the Global Context of Knowledge Production: Issues and Challenges in Higher Religious Education based on a Study of Pioneering Institutions such as IIIT, IIUM, IAIN and others” at the International Congress on Higher Religious Education in Istanbul, Turkey. It has since been published in 2018 by Istanbul’s Center for values Education Publication House as a Congress edited book.
      May 17-22, 2017 presented paper titled “Explaining Peaceful Co-existence and Conflict in Islamic Scripture in the light of Nature vs Nurture Debate” at the Third International Symposium on Religious Studies and Global Peace in Seville, Spain
     May 19-21, 2016 attended and presented paper titled “Globalization, Modernity and Religious Pluralism,” at the Second International Symposium on Religious Studies and Global Peace in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina.
       Presented paper (invited contribution) entitled “Travel narratives (old media) as historical Documents: the Case of Oman" in Muscat, Oman (the Gulf Region) from 10 to 11 October, 2016 for the Fourth International Conference on Oman in the International media 
      Presented paper (invited contribution) entitled "Frontier Swahili-Speaking town of Brava in Southern Somalia: Negotiating between the Somali and the Swahili Indian Ocean Maritime worlds" in Moroni, Comoros (island country located near Madagascar) from 6 to 8 December, 2016 for the Fifth International Conference on Oman's Relationships with the Countries of the Horn of Africa.
      From October 8-11, 2015 attended and presented paper titled “The Concept of Relative and Objective Time in the Qur’an,” at the International Symposium on Time in Konya, Turkey, sponsored by the International Rumi Center for the Study of Civilizations. 
      I presented paper (invited contribution) entitled: “Omani contributions to East African societies from the Mrima coast (Tanga) to the interior African Great Lakes region (Busoga, Uganda)” for the Third International Conference on Islamic Civilization and Culture and the Omani Role in the Countries of the African Great Lakes Region,” held in Bujumbura, Burundi, 9-11 December 2014. The intention of the organizers is to publish the proceedings of this conference.
In 2012 attended the international conference in 
Izmir, Turkey, April 6-8, 2012 where I presented a paper on
“Marriage & Family among the Minangkabau of West Sumatra, Indonesia”
which later appeared in the proceedings published by Dokuz Eylul Universitesi of Izmir.
      In Nov. 2009 I attended an international conference on "Inter-civilizational Dialogue: Insight from Azerbaijan" jointly sponsored by the Diplomatic Academy of the Foreign Ministry of Azerbaijan and the OIC General Secretariat on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the establishment of OIC/the Organization of the Islamic Conference.
WORKS IN PROGRESS
I have also been in the process of collecting information for a paper that explores the subject of African diasporic communities in the Middle East region in general and the Arabian Peninsular in particular.

BOOK REVIEWS IN JOURNALS
In 2022 reviewed Molefi Asante’s The History of Africa: The Quest for Eternal Harmony being an evaluation of his proposal for a fourth, revised edition submitted to Routledge (Taylor and Francis).
     Reviewed (on behalf of the publishers) Alexander Knysh’s Islam in Historical Perspective—being a thorough evaluation of his proposal for a second, revised edition submitted to Routledge (Taylor and Francis) on May 25, 2015.

Membership in academic associations
AAR member of the American Academy of Religion--also in the past was a member of the AAR section on Islam that had an electronic discussion list for specialists on Islam.

AISA charter member of the African Islamic Studies Association--part of ASA/African Studies Association. AISA brought together specialists in the field of Islam in Africa
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE: 

I am on the Editorial Board of the International Journal of Pesantren Studies (Jakarta)
I am on the Editorial Board of the World Journal of Islamic History and Civilization (WJIHC) in Malaysia (University Malaya).
I am on the Editorial Board of the journal called TEVILAT that is published by the Selçuk University Faculty of Theology, Konya, Turkey.

I am also a member of the Advisory International Editorial Board Indonesian Journal of Islamic Education Studies (IJIES)" of Universitas Islam Tribakti Lirboyo Kediri, East Java, Indonesia. (https://ejournal.uit-lirboyo.ac.id/index.php/ijies/index)
I am on the organizing committee of the Turkish TIMAV Uluslararasi Dini Arastirmalar ve Kuresel Baris Sempozyumu that in the past organized conferences both in Turkey and abroad.
UNIVERSITY SERVICE

I serve or have served on a number committees, academic or otherwise, including:

· I was the supervisor of Alana Shaw’s Spring 2023 Honors College thesis on the subject of: “How are dogs viewed differently in the major Islamic Schools of Thought and how do these differences parallel the Quran?” 
· Participated along with K.L. Fiori & C. Etengoff as readers in Tasmiah Basher’s honors College thesis defence on “Differences in the Association Between Religious Coping Styles, Psychological Well-Being, and COVID-19 Related Stressors Among Christian and Muslim Young Adults” in 2022.
· On and off over the years I have represented the history department at the Open House  (Accepted Student Day) with the opportunity to meet students who are in the process of making a commitment whether to join our panther family at Adelphi.
· (Spring 2017) served on the Political Science Search Committee for a visiting position for Fall 2017. The position was filled.

· (Fall 2016) chair of History department’s All But Curricula Committee
· (Spring 2015) supervised Michael Manza’s honors thesis on the contributions of International US state players & International organizations to weakening the apartheid System in South Africa.
· 2010-23 Member of the history department’s Unit Peer Review Committee 
· 2007-23 (continuing) member of the African, Black and Caribbean [previously known as American & Ethnic Studies] Advisory Committee (previously chaired by Marsha Darling & later by Carolyn Springer) that meets every several weeks.
· Supervised Prasanna Kumar’s honors thesis on ANC and the apartheid System in South Africa in 2012.
· (2005 onwards) member of the Academic Affairs Committee 
· I work with student groups on projects that promote intercultural and interfaith awareness and understanding across the university. As such I am a resource person (in the Muslim Chaplaincy office at the Interfaith Center) offering advice, holding office hours, and engaging in activities of interfaith dialogue, annual 9/11 Memorial, student advising etc. I work closely with representatives of Adelphi clubs (as an advisor of MSA/Muslim students Association) to find ways to work with the larger student community at Adelphi. I (and other members of the Interfaith Center) have on occasions met with counselors and administrators to see how we can assist the student body. 
· (every couple of years from 2006 until quite recently) I have offered the invocation and benediction at the doctoral hooding for graduating psychology and Social work students at Adelphi University.
· I act as an informal international student advisor for foreign students, especially those from Africa and the Muslim world. These students seek my advice, information on different topics (and for some that I have taught) letters of recommendations for those seeking to pursue further studies (in medicine and other fields) elsewhere.
· I am a member of the Asian Studies Committee (to which my Islamic history and Indian Ocean Studies make a contribution) and ABC studies program (my African history course is cross-listed in this program as well as being part of the course offering in the history dept).  The theme of my Senior Seminar (with focuss on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of South Africa) contributes to Peace studies in a scholarly (not service learning) way.

· Summer 2022—directed two Independent Study courses on Pacific Ocean islands in World History
WORKLOAD
Workload: Courses Taught at Adelphi University from 2004 to Present include
World Civilization I 0136-105-001 (Pre-history to 1500) 

World Civilization II 0136-106-001 (1500 to the Present)

African History I 0136-362-001 (Pre-history to 1800)

African History II 0136-361-001 (1800 to the Present)

Intro to History of Islam I 0136-259-001 (6/7th Century to the Present)
Sophomore Seminar 0136-362-001 

Senior Seminar in African History II 0136-463-001 

Indian Ocean in World History 0136-290-001

Geography in History 0136-250-001 

The African Diaspora in Muslim World 0136-290-001 

Peace Making in World History 0136-290-001 

History of Pacific World 0136-290-001

First year Seminar: Faith and Spirituality 0952-110-003
First Year Seminar: Epics, Legends and History 0952-110-001

S/T Piracy in Global History 0136-292-001
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