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Paul Thaler is a full professor in the Department of Communications, where he served as chair from 2012-16. His teaching and research interests lie in media history and criticism and First Amendment rights. Thaler has been nominated in each of the previous three years for the university’s award for outstanding service and teaching. A former newspaper reporter and magazine editor, Thaler was a Fulbright senior lecturer in journalism to Romania, where he also wrote a column for the international edition of Romania Libere. He is the author of two books, The Watchful Eye: American Justice in the Age of the Television Trial and The Spectacle: Media and the Making of the OJ Simpson Story. His first novel, Bronxland, is expected to be published in 2017. Thaler's work has been the subject of numerous newspaper and journal articles that have appeared in The New York Times, Journal of Mass Communications, Columbia Journalism Review, the Guardian and The Cambridge Law Journal, among other publications. He has also been an on-air commentator for more than 100 television and radio programs most recently on CNN and HBO documentary on the Pamela Smart trial. Thaler holds both a Masters of Arts in Journalism and a Ph.D in Communications from New York University. 
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ACADEMIC 
Adelphi University

Full Professor

Garden City, NY

Department of Communications
2003—

(tenure, 2003)


Chair: 2012-16
Mercy College
Full Professor, Director of the Journalism and Media Program 
1982-2003 
Department of Literature, Language and Communication





(tenure 1990)
New York University

1995-
Adjunct in the Gallatin School; Media, Culture and Communications; Graduate School of Journalism

Hunter College
Adjunct in the graduate school for communication studies

1993-95

AREAS OF INTEREST

Communications and Media History 
Free Speech/Media Law
Communication Theory

Free Speech
COURSES 

History of Media and Communications

Communication Theory

Free Speech and Media Law
Propaganda History and Analysis
Media Ethics

News-Feature Reporting
CHAIR: DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS — 2012-2016
AWARDS

Adelphi University Award for Outstanding Service (nominee)- 2016

Adelphi University Award for Outstanding Teaching (nominee) 2015
Adelphi University Award for Outstanding Service (nominee)- 2014
Fulbright Award — Senior Lecturer in Journalism   Bucharest, Romania 1994
BOOKS
Bronxland, A Novel, Black Opal Books, Oct. 2017 pub date
The Spectacle: Media and the Making of the O. J. Simpson Story, Praeger Publishers, 1997

The Watchful Eye: American Justice in the Age of the Television Trial, Praeger Publishers, 1994  

CONTRIBUTOR

The Press on Trial; Crimes and Trials as Media Events, edited by Lloyd Chiasson Jr., Greenwood Publishers, 1997

Watching TV News, by Neil Postman, Penguin, 1994

DOCUMENTARY ON-AIR CONTRIBUTOR
Captivated, HBO documentary 
Crime and Punishment, HBO documentary 

A&E "American Justice" series
MEDIA COMMENTATOR AND CRITIC 
ABC-TV Nightline

CBS-TV News
CNN 

Court TV

CNBC 
National Public Radio

ABC News Radio Perspectives. 

CBS News Radio
The Guardian
BBC
The New York Times

The Los Angeles Times  

New York Newsday

USA Today 

Gannett Westchester Newspapers

Associated Press

​______________________________________________________________________________
JOURNALISM 

Romania Libere  (Romania)

Columnist

International Edition

Columnist for Romania’s international newspaper.

The Runner Magazine                             
Writer and Senior Editor

Ziff-Davis Publications

New York, New York

Staff columnist and feature writer; also responsible for working with writers and production staff members

The Knickerbocker News                        
  Reporter

Hearst Publication

Reported on local politics, police and crime, school board and the courts for Albany’s metropolitan daily newspaper.

The Villager Newspaper


 Reporter

New York, NY

Wrote investigative articles for this Greenwich Village-based weekly.

FREELANCE
Forbes' MediaCritic, The New York Times Magazine, Gannett Westcheser Newspapers, Crane's Newspaper; Manhattan Inc. Magazine, The Bergen Record
EDUCATION
New York University  
        

 Ph.D. 






February 1990 






Specialization: Communication Studies






Chairman of Dissertation Committee:  






Dr. Neil Postman  






Dissertation: The Impact of the 








Television Camera on Courtroom 







Participants: A Case Study of the 






Joel Steinberg Murder Trial         


New York University       


Master of Arts, 1977             






Graduate School of Journalism
Fairleigh Dickinson University                   Bachelor of Arts, 1971
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