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EDUCATION:
Ph.D., Department of Philosophy, DePaul University (Chicago, IL), 2001-2007
M.A., Department of Philosophy, University of Toledo (Toledo, OH), 1999-2001
B.A., Department of Philosophy, Lebanon Valley College (Annville, PA), 1994-1998

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE-ACADEMIC:
Full-Time:
2022 to present, Professor of Philosophy, Adelphi University

2015-2021, Associate Professor of Philosophy, Adelphi University

2009-2015, Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Adelphi University

2006-2008, Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy, DePaul University

Part-Time:
2008-2009, Adjunct Professor of Philosophy and French, Oklahoma City University

2004-2007, Adjunct Professor of Philosophy, DePaul University

2001-2002, Teaching Assistant for Philosophy Department, DePaul University

2000-2001, Adjunct Professor of Philosophy, University of Toledo

1999-2000, Teaching Assistant for Philosophy Department, University of Toledo

1999-2001, Teaching Assistant for English as a Second Language Program, University of  
    








 Toledo

PUBLICATIONS:
REFEREED BOOKS: 
Buddhist Feminism: Transforming Anger against Patriarchy. Palgrave Macmillan, 2020.
The Biopolitics of Race: State Racism and U.S. Immigration. Lexington/Rowman & Littlefield, 2013. (Paperback and e-book released in 2015.)
REFEREED BOOK CHAPTERS:
“The Ethics of Privacy: Questioning Media Coverage of the Tiger Woods Scandal” (Sokthan Yeng and Mark Grabowski) in Contemporary Media Ethics, edited by Mitchell Land, Koji Fuse, and Bill Hornaday, Marquette Books, 2014.
“To Post or Not to Post: Philosophical and Ethical Considerations for Mug Shot Websites” (Mark Grabowski and Sokthan Yeng) in Digital Ethics, edited by Don Heider and Adrienne L. Massanari, Peter Lang Publishing, 2012.

“Fanon and the Impossibilities of Love in the Colonial Order” in Fanon and the Decolonization of Philosophy, edited by Elizabeth A. Hoppe and Tracey Nicholls, Lexington/Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 2010.

“The Grameen Bank and Capitalist Challenges” in Cutting-edge issues in Business Ethics: Continental Challenges to Theory and Practice, edited by Patricia Werhane and Mollie Painter-Morland, Springer 2008.

INVITED BOOK CHAPTERS:

“De-Centering Capitalism within Theravada Buddhism through a Benjaminian Ethics of Merit-Making,” in The Palgrave Walter Benjamin Handbook, edited by Nathan Ross. Palgrave, 2025. (forthcoming)

“Contemplative Praxis and an Indirect Feminist Politics of Bhikkhunis,” in Contemplative Praxis and Politics, edited by Farah Godrej, Shannon Mariotti, and James Rowe. Routledge, 2026. (forthcoming)
REFEREED JOURNAL ARTICLES:
“Offerings of Resistance: A Benjaminian Ethics of Merit-Making in Theravada Buddhism,” Philosophy East and West, Vol. 72, no. 2, 2021, pp. 473-496.

“Gifts and Ghosts: A Derridean Reading of Theravada Communities,” Journal of French and Francophone Philosophy, Vol. 27, no. 1, 2019, pp. 34-49.
“Refuge and Refugees in Myanmar: A Theravada Buddhist Response,” Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal, Vol. 1, no. 4, 2018, pp. 291-321.
“Irigaray’s Alternative Practices of the Self,” Journal of French and Francophone Philosophy, Vol. 22, 2014, pp. 61-75.

“Irigaray’s Meditations on the Duality of Sexuality in Buddhist Ethics,” Journal of Buddhist Ethics, Vol. 20, 2013, pp. 203-231.

 “Foucault’s Critique of the Science of Sexuality:  The Function of Science within Bio-power,” The Journal of French and Francophone Philosophy, Vol. 18, no. 1, 2010, pp. 9-26.
REFEREED CREATIVE WORKS: 

“The Subjugation of a Ghost,” Ambitos Feministas, vol.12, June 2024, pp. 143-148.
OTHER INVITED PUBLICATIONS:

“In Response: The Magic of Feminist Sanghas,” (2022) https://arrow-journal.org/contemplative-superpowers-for-social-change/ 
“Finding the Artistry of the Religious through Kim Iryop’s Cross-Cultural Philosophy” (2022)
https://syndicate.network/symposia/philosophy/cross-cultural-existentialism/
REFEREED PRESENTATIONS:
“Buddhist Form and Malabou’s Plasticity,” Comparative and Continental Philosophy Circle, Volcano, Hawaii, June 2024.

“Reimagining Zen Flesh, Zen Bones through Trauma-Informed Pedagogy,” 12th East-West Philosopher’s Conference, University of Hawaii at Manoa, May 2024.

“Reimagining Zen Flesh, Zen Bones: Stories for Philosophy and Practice,” Western Political Science Association, San Francisco, April 2023.
“Offerings of Resistance: A Benjaminian Ethics of Merit-Making in Theravada Buddhism,” Comparative and Continental Philosophy Circle, University of Leiden, Netherlands, May 2019.

“Buddhism in the Presence of Anger,” Comparative and Continental Philosophy Circle, Bath Spa University, April 2018.

“Liberal Feminism and Asian Buddhist Women,” Comparative and Continental Philosophy Circle, National Taiwan University, March 2016.

“Irigarayan Myths or Indian Imaginaries,” Comparative and Continental Philosophy Circle, University of Iceland, May 2015.

“An Alternative to Hegel’s Orientalist Legacy,” Romantic Connections, Tokyo, Japan, June 2014.
 “Irigarayan Myths,” Long Island Philosophical Society, Molloy College, April 2014.

“Hegel, Asian Identity, and the Middle Path,” International Hegel Congress, Istanbul, Turkey, October 2012.
“On Arts Integration in the Philosophy Classroom: The Lincoln Center Model” (with Nathan Ross), American Association of Philosophy Teachers, St. Edward’s University, July 2012.
“The Biopolitics of Religion: Biologizing and Racing Religion,” North Texas Philosophical Association, University of North Texas, Denton, April 2012.
“The Ethics of Mug Shot Websites,” (with Mark Grabowski) Digital Ethics Symposium, Loyola University, Chicago, October 2011.
“Does the Buddhist Face Have a Race?” Comparative and Continental Philosophy Circle, University of Cork, March 2011.
“Immigrants, Refugees, and Other Deleuzean Nomads,” Association for Psychoanalysis in Culture and Society, Rutgers University, October 2010.
“Model Minority as a Foucauldian Security Mechanism,” Comparative and Continental Philosophy Circle, Tokai University, April 2010.
“State Racism and the State of Race in Immigration,” Foucault Circle, Morgan State University, April 2010.
“Foucauldian Normalization and Naturalization of Asian-American Immigrants,” Foucault Circle, Earlham College, February 2008.
“Racing Gender in American Immigration,” Midwest Political Science Association, Panel on Ethnicity and Nationalism, Chicago, April 2008.
“New and Old Racism in Foucault’s Biopower,” Foucault Circle, Loyola Marymount College, March 2007.
“Foucault’s Critique of the Science of Sexuality,” Society for Phenomenology and Human Sciences Annual Conference, October 2006.
“The Two ‘Sons’ of Shakespeare: The Role of Writing in Levinas and Derrida,” Encounters with the Other, Loyola University, Graduate Conference, 2005.
INVITED PRESENTATIONS:
“Enchanting Theravada Buddhism through Walter Benjamin,” 16th International Critical Theory Conference of Rome, John Felice Rome Center of Loyola University of Chicago, May 2024.

“Book Symposium: Sarah Mattice, Exploring the Heart Sutra, Respondent: Sokthan Yeng,” American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division, San Francisco, April 2023.

“Author Meets Critic: Sokthan Yeng’s Buddhist Feminism: Transforming Anger against Patriarchy,” Western Political Science Association, March 2022. (virtual meeting)
“Author Meets Critic: Ann Gleig’s American Dharma: Buddhism beyond Modernity, Discussant: Sokthan Yeng,” Western Political Science Association, May 2020. (virtual meeting)
“Butler and Benjamin: Intelligence and Precarious Truth,” 12th International Critical Theory Conference of Rome, John Felice Rome Center of Loyola University of Chicago, May 2019.
“Buddhist Feminist Philosophy,” Western Political Science Association, San Diego, CA, April 2019.

“Agamben and Benjamin: From Divine Violence to the State of Exception,” 12th International Critical Theory Conference of Rome, John Felice Rome Center of Loyola University of Chicago, May 2018.

“Buddhism’s Foucault: Anonymous Interdependency and the Stoic,” Foucault Circle at the APA East, Baltimore, MD, January 2017.

“Refuge and Refugees: A Buddhist Response,” Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy, Salt Lake City, UT, October 2016.
“The Angry Buddhist: Koans and Problems,” Philosopher’s Holiday Symposium, Vassar College, November 11, 2015.

Response to Bryan Van Norden’s “Confucianism and Virtue Ethics,” Suffolk County Community College, May 2015.

“Luce Irigaray’s Meditation of Sexual Difference,” Lebanon Valley College, February 2015.

“The Biopolitics of Religion: From Cultural Norms to Scientific Truth,” Foucault Circle at the Eastern Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, December 2012.
“Descartes’ Meditations and Irigaray’s Yoga,” Shifting Subjectivities: Descartes in the 21st Century, Lewis University, February 2012.
“Fanon and the Impossibilities of Love in the Colonial Order,” Fanon and the De-Colonization of Philosophy, Lewis University, February 2007.
“Achieving Our Humanity through Cesaire and Senghor,” DePaul University, Response to Emmanuel Eze’s Faculty Research Seminar, 2002.
Other: 

Podcast interview about my book, Buddhist Feminism: Transforming Anger against Patriarchy. Palgrave Macmillan, 2020.

https://newbooksnetwork.com/buddhist-feminism
WORKS IN PROGRESS:

“From Disney’s Moana to Mana Wahine: Shapeshifters and Liminal Identities in Oceania” (under review)

“Recovering the Plasticity of Buddhist Modernism through Malabou’s Conceptual Animals” (under review)
HONORS AND AWARDS:
Research Release, Adelphi University, Spring 2019

Sabbatical, Adelphi University, Fall 2016-Spring 2017

Development Grant for Online Summer Courses, Adelphi University, Spring 2014

Research Release, Adelphi University, Fall 2013

Research Release, Adelphi University, Spring 2011
Research Release, Adelphi University, Fall 2009

John T. Richardson Fellowship, DePaul University, 2003-2004

Graduate Fellowship, DePaul University, 2001-2002

Graduate Fellowship, University of Toledo 1999-2001

Vickroy Scholarship, Lebanon Valley College, 1994-1998

Humanities Scholarship, West York Area High School, 1994-1995
ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:
Comparative and Continental Philosophy Circle, 2010-present, member
American Philosophical Association, 2005-present, member 
Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy, 2006-present, member

Foucault Circle, 2007-present, member

Midwest Political Science Association, 2008-2009, member  



Society of Phenomenology and Human Sciences, 2006-2007, member
SERVICE:
DEPARTMENT:

Department Chair (Fall 2020-present)

UPRC Chair (Fall 2017- Spring 2020)

SCHOOL:

Search Committee for Associate Dean

Chairs: Sam Grogg and Susan Briziarelli

I was asked to serve on the committee in February 2014.

“Global Learning/Civic Engagement” Task Force

Chair: Susan Briziarelli

I joined the committee in Spring 2012.  I attend meetings regularly and help craft the description of these particular learning goals.

I helped write proposals for two courses: “Philosophy of Sex and Gender” (PHL 0154-270) and “Philosophy, Race, and Multiculturalism” (PHL 0154-275).  These courses were discussed and accepted by the Academic Affairs Committee, which is chaired by Brian Rose.
UNIVERSITY:

Task Force on University Articles of Governance: I chair this committee, which was formed in Spring 2020. We look to update the articles of governance to better reflect changes in the system.
Faculty Committee on Retention, Tenure, and Promotion: I joined the committee in Spring 2018. I review tenure and promotion files. I, as all do members, serve as readers for other reporters. This helps to ensure that files are free from grammatical errors and read smoothly. I also served as secretary of the FCRTP (2019-2020). As part of this position, I took notes for each meeting and occasionally accompanied the Chair of the committee in meetings with the Provost.
Committee on Academic Honesty

Chair: Brian Stockman (Fall 2014- present)
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY:
I have reviewed journal articles for the C.L. R James Journal, Journal of French and Francophone Philosophy (2015-2017), Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal, Radical Philosophy Review, Hypatia, and Philosophy East and West.
I reviewed a manuscript for possible publication with Routledge (Summer 2013).

I organized the Foucault Circle meeting at the 2010 APA East.
WORKLOAD:
TEACHING WORKLOAD:
PHL-0154-110-001 Introduction to Philosophy (Summer I 2020)

PHL-0154-110-002 Introduction to Philosophy (Summer II 2020)

PHL 0154-314-001 History of Philosophy IV: The 19th Century (Spring 2020)
PHL 0154-395-002 Philosophical Writing (Spring 2020)

PHL 0154-395-003 Philosophical Writing (Spring 2020)

PHL 0154-490-002 Independent Study: Meditation and Philosophy East and West (Spring 2020)

PHL 0154-490-003 Independent Study: History of Philosophy III (Spring 2020)
PHL-0154-270-003 Independent Study: Philosophy of Sex and Gender (Fall 2019)

PHL-0154-110-002 Introduction to Philosophy (Fall 2019)

PHL-0154-270-001 Philosophy of Sex and Gender (Fall 2019)

PHL-0154-105-001 Critical Thinking (Fall 2019)
PHL-0154-110-001 Introduction to Philosophy (Summer I 2019)

PHL-0154-110-002 Introduction to Philosophy (Summer II 2019)

PHL-0154-312-001 History of Philosophy II: Early Modern Philosophy (Spring 2019)

PHL-0154-490-002 Independent Study: Philosophy of Race (Spring 2019)
PHL-0154-490-003 Independent Study: Philosophy of Race (Spring 2019)

PHL-0154-300-001 Global Philosophy (Fall 2018)

FYS 0952-110-026 First Year Seminar: Disney and Race (Fall 2018)

PHL-0154-110-002 Introduction to Philosophy (Fall 2018)

PHL-0154-110-003 Introduction to Philosophy (Spring 2018)

PHL-0154-270-001 Philosophy of Sex and Gender (Spring 2018)

PHL-0154-406- 002 Recent Political and Cultural Philosophy of Migration and Immigration (Spring 2018)

PHL-0154-395-002 Independent Study: Philosophical Writing (Fall 2017)
PHL-0154-110-002 Introduction to Philosophy (Fall 2017)

PHL-0154-272-001 Philosophy of Race and Multiculturalism (Fall 2017)

PHL-0154-314-001 The History of Philosophy IV: The 19th Century (Fall 2017)

NON-TEACHING WORKLOAD:
I serve as advisor to five students in Philosophy Department: Sam Ajewole, Maggie Matassa, Michael Gabriel, Nick Ranieri, and Andrew Zhu.
I was chosen as the Honors Thesis advisor for the following students: Serena Chen (2019-2020), Sam Ajewole (2020-2021), and Maggie Matassa (2020-2021).
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