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Forensic Artist with a Purpose: Do You Recognize This Person?
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I became a forensic artist because every unidentified
person deserves their name back. Behind every skull on a
shelf is a human being, someone’s child, parent, sibling,
or friend and somewhere there 1s often a family still
searching for answers. Facial approximation allows us to
restore identity and humanity to those who can no longer
speak for themselves. What began as a passion for art
became a lifelong mission to help 1investigators solve
cold cases and give families the answers they have waited
years, sometimes decades, to receive.
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Despite economic and political obstacles, this work
1s 1incredibly 1important because thousands of
unidentified remains still exist in medical examiner
and coroner offices across the country. Many agencies
simply do not have the funding, resources, or trained
personnel to dedicate to these cases. A facial
approximation only works 1f the right person sees 1it
and sparks recognition. That is why public awareness,
media attention, and collaboration matter so much.
' = These are not forgotten cases they are unresolved
human stories. :

One of the most important parts of my
work 1s teaching and passing the torch
to the next generation of forensic
artists. Through workshops, university
courses, and active case
collaborations, I share the techniques
and experience I've developed over
nearly three decades 1in the field. We
need more trained artists, more
advocates, and more people willing to
use their talents to help identify the
unknown. By supporting and sharing
this work, people become part of
giving these victims their 1identities
back and helping families finally find
answers.
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Joe Mullins
Forensic Artist

Border Crossing Reconstruction Case
Involving an Unidentified Individual
Recovered by the Pima County,
Arizona, Medical Examiners Office

Youlube :<@ The Art of Forensics: The New York Academy of Art

Youllube ‘3:<%' San Diego Cold Case
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"Be a lamp, or a lifeboat, or a ladder. Help someone's soul heal.

Walk out of your house like a shepherd." Argie Agelarakis and Carolina Cambronero Varela, Content and Creative Editors
— Rumi



https://www.instagram.com/arte_para_la_tierra/
https://www.facebook.com/herediapormediacalle/posts/heredia-durante-los-a%C3%B1os-80-lo-que-se-conoce-hoy-como-guarar%C3%AD-estaba-por-complet/1176665134488395/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCLwsKHvWmc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anJYrI4wyTk
https://youtu.be/g7JfvXcT2dE?si=S6Z5VusF7poXIIdk
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